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Writers of 5 2. Nations © 
\ kone at P.E.N. Congress 


Worker columnist Joseph North 
, HoserBes here the P.E.N, confer« 
3% gence te Mehich he is taking part. 
yee oe The initials represent poets, plays 
a. 4 Wrights, Apeytstay and novelists, | 
ese 1, who compose the organization, 
ee . North is the author. of “No 
~ Men Are Strangers,” and his col-|. 
h unin by that name appears weekly 
pin The. Worker. 


= a JOSEPH NORTH: 


oe LOEB STUDENT CEN- 
Be See a N. Y. U. — Six hun- 
“<. -L dred writers from half the 
i ‘ ‘countries of the world are; 

as 


4; f£ the international P.E.N, Con: 
“ * gress to i sagigee the . theme, 
““The Writer . 
Spirit.” They Save as, the world 
president of P.E.N,, Arthur Mil- 


3 
if 


: 
Es b Letters.” It might be’ said that 
. they are not that, not: yet, but 

' es b; they may be on the way. 

; ou i Any gathering that draws such 

tarticulate spirits from 52 nations 

' ¥ inevitably refiects: the dominant 

; : ideologies .of their homelands, 


? poets and playwrights, the essay- 


‘wapitalist, socialist, and  sys- 
& tems in transition. But a Repub- 
who come from East and West, 


::represented here — not yet, 


* 


ae STILL MANY HERE feel that 
ole « f new breezes blow in an atmos« 
phere that could be as alrlessty | 

' antiseptic as an ivory tower. But 
J, 4 even by the second day, one}; 
: } feels what is conceivably a fresh. 

*, Stirring. ‘ 

“ e You hear them debating the 
..:, 4, Pros and cons of commitment in 
‘ ¢: their search for independence.’ 


Tee ange SITET aes ce Bere aeTTY 


‘. (“ Keynoter, novelist Saul Bellow;: 
* assailed the elitist concept of 
that the times scarcely allow a 
man_to_ ignore the overwhelm. 
am pring reality, that he lives ina 
wi . iN Miller put it this way: in his 
* opening remarks, commenting on 
ae changes since P.E.N. was 
~ revolution and counter-revolu- 

» tion and almos' 

“ warfare have i 


letters; many others seem aware 
human hurricane. today. 
founded, “in almost 42 years 

‘ svete nue activity the: ques. . 


7 


ay. 


“. Indepersgient |. 


ler put it, “to be a Republic of’! 


: This is..certainly so among =the 


ists and editors, the novelists, 


Me requires the voice, the vote, ;. 


aes eee re ODE 


aes 


THE WORKER 


tion of the Validity ‘and prestige | 
| of competing social systems and, 
T“nationalisms. Only from. 
‘viewpoint of another planet is:' 
-it enough to know that 4 hwman-:: 
being has managed to. walk in: 


» space; on the earth the import-""" 


ant question is whether he. is 
‘ Russian or American.” |: 


x, 
HE SAID P.E.N. is a aanlgjue 
because, 


” organization” 
| ‘that “in, great part,”-it has rea 


fused to allow itself to become “ se 


_“the agency of any political ten..' 
‘dency.” He pleaded with P.E.N.. 
| to. “avoid political warfare” and,,. 


“meeting, as this is written, at | therefore “make more possible. a cn 


4p View of literature as Hterature, 


universal. human neéds.”. Man, 
_he said, was unitarian, “there is - 
& stubborn, underlying sameness 


variety of forms in which it is 
expressed.” 
There are others who. may . 


‘feel there are certain complica- |: 
tions based on class origins and. 
interests; they have yet to be 


. the Congress, with a week more 
yet to be heard from. 


kodies this’ assembly fs, for it 
‘ took a lot of money ‘to come 


feller. Be that as It may, I foel, |: 
bo far, the heady new, within 
oe old that hangs on, of course. 


New, in fact sensationally so, |- 


Pig the presence on our’ shores 
of Pablo Neruda, of Chile, “the 
‘pliant ‘of modern lterature who 
has a great influence on young 
‘American. poets.” These were the | 
words, not of this writer inte | 
heartily agrees), but’ of 
Washington representative, Roses 
' LL. Slev neitnfih’ ot the Na-” 
Litomst Council: “of “Arts, who: 
brought-~ “President: ”’ ‘Johnson’ 3. 
greetings “here, * . 
ee .Miller “and = Archibald: "Mae: ' 
Leish -used virtually the same 
‘termeto “describe the world-fa- 
mous Chilean writer, who, is a’ 


the’ v2 Nerutla held at the 92nd Strect | 


“it ‘) PEN,’ s, petition for a visa for, 


he felt; pean intense: are 


as an expression of the universal : 
human. condition. and feelings, ||. 


‘of the human spirit whatever the 
.| THIS WRITER FEELS that the? . 


- agree in general with: this but : 


heard from. My commnt. here is- 
put on paper the second day of || 


* to go. The outlying districts are ° & 


‘I don't know how representa. } ; 


: of all its sections and not all-are |. tive of their component P.E.N, }... 


here from all ends of the earth, |; 
and most writers are not Rocke-.!. 


“veteraii member of the Commu j. weet 7 
Be dada #72 pag avsisepcbat tones fe 


ceed eLeish, a prominent poet and. 


at Pen 


‘ 


former Librarian of Conpress,} 
r chatred -the Poetry reading that! ° 


« YMHA where American, poets 
| pressed forward reverently 19° 
“kiss the Chilean’s hands. Boe 

MacLeish revealed that the. | 
“| State Department had refused | 


{its invited ‘guest, Neruda, and 
; “that the Chief Executive counter- ; : 
wf manded the rejection, So strong: * 
the pressures;. ~ 
“, among. many here to end - oe 
“ animosilies. ; 
Yet: this writer feels, as* 
vy, Miller said, that P.E.N. has a lot. 
more work cut out for it. Miler 
Wy) warned that the’ “agony of this | . 
\' time (must) not spurfously be,” 
¥ covered over - by an empty 
-eonviviality, but. laid open %0: 
{ investigation.” ‘P.E.N.: ‘should be-! 
‘come a “free arena,” a “place of- 
} confrontation.” aoe 


an : | 


Ap matter of the entry of Sovict | 
“writers into P.E.N. was matle to’ 
_hinge on the’ Sinyaysk;'-Danie - 
-~case, The issue was posed in 
razor-edge terms that could only., 
yomake me. -— an American and. 
‘ia member of P.E.N. — feel the: 
‘wisdom of the old adage, “Phy=" 
.‘siclan, heal thyself.” a 
_My point {fs that agreement br! 
disagreement with the Soviets 
“over the Sinyavsky. case should: 
not be groufids for keeping | 
: Russian writers out of P.E.N, Not 
. if we are to be the Republic of, 
‘Letters Miller spoke of. The. 
areas of agreement can expand ; 
‘and differences could be con-' 
pidered within the walls of PEN. 
«which should become that “free: 
arena.” This is not a bad thing: 
to ponder in thig moment when: 
_an escalating war is on, ‘and | 
~ when mankind possesses the ab-| “ 
“solute weapon. ; 
ey \ . ae > 
° \ gy SURVEYED the iiandeome: 
surroundings of the Locb Stu- 
‘dent Center and thought that a 
' few historic facts should be con-_ 
‘1 sidered, some that had a certain 
|| Arony here: that we, the writers: 
fof the world could not be sitting’ 
“on Washington Square discus- 
M sing The Writer as Independent 
“Spirit if 20 ‘million’ Russians: 
+ hadn’t dled to crush the con-: 
-quering Nazi. That has, perhaps, 


